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Great Lakes Grazing Conference...
A Team Effort

A coalition of farmers, researchers, environmentalists and agency personnel from eight states and one
Canadian province teamsup annually to promote the use of managed grazing systemsin the Great L akes
region. Thisyear thel0" annual Great L akes Grazing Conference was held in Battle Creek, Michigan on
February 11-12. Thisannual event ishosted by the Great L akes Grazing Network (GLGN), which was
organized by the Wisconsin Rural Development Center and is coordinated by the River Country Re-
source Conservation and Development Council.

The network is a collaborative effort of working groups from Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota,
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and the province of Ontario. The aim of this coalitionisto
support and promote the use of managed grazing systems for livestock production. Members say their
missionisto provide anational voiceto forward the grazing movement asa profitable, environmentally
sound way of producing food.

In addition to sponsoring basin-wide grazing conferences, other goals of the GLGN include:

1) Tracking emerging environmental and land use policy initiatives that advance management-
intensive grazing (MIG),

2) ldentifying new grazing land research priorities and policies,

3) Educating policy makers and environmental, animal welfare, and consumer groups about the
advantages of MIG.

Astheinterest in grass-based agriculture has grown in the region, so has attendance at the Great L akes
Grazing Conference. Today, the regional grazing conference serves asamodel for theindividual state
codlitions involved in the network. Previously, Michigan and Wisconsin were the only states to host
grazing conferences of their own. In 2002, each state in the network and the province of Ontario hosted
at least one grazing conference of itsown —in addition to being involved with the regional conference.

The GLGN has also promoted management-intensive grazing though the “ Profitable Grazing” display
that hastraveled to several of the states. Itsgreatest successwasin lllinoiswhen it was viewed by 1,300
4th grade children at the Kankakee County 39 Annual “Kids Day at the Farm” event.
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