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Minutes
Washington, DC

Steering Committee Members Present: Bob Drake, Rod Baumberger, Margaret Soulen Hinson, Pat Pfeil, 
John Spain, Bill Tucker, Howard Straub, Dave Forgey, Rooter Brite, Duane Hertzler and Gerald Jaeger

Others Present: Kim Stine, John Peterson, William Puckett, Allen Green, Niles Glasgow, Ed Burton, 
Tom Sommer, Don Gohmert, Leonard Jolley, John Tanaka, Ron Alvarado, Bob Bolton, Dennis 
Thompson, Jeff Repp, Michael Hall, Lesley Radtke, Kristie Maczko, Stacy Satterlee, Mitch Flanagan, 
Kevin Ogles, Reggie Blackwell, Cheryl Simmons, Chuck Stanley, Jim Dobrowolski, Evert Byington, 
Gene Fults, Tacy Currey, Chuck Pritchard, Arlen Lancaster, Sarah Schmidt, Luke Johnson, Rod 
Rathburn, Marcia Maslonek, Rhiannon Duck, Janette Kaiser, Greg Johnson, David Walker, Ralph Ott.

Welcome and Introduction:

Bob started the meeting with a welcome.  He had everyone introduce themselves.  Bob mentioned that 
Chief Lancaster is coming and wanted the steering committee to express their thanks for Chief 
Lancaster’s continued support of GLCI funding.

GLCI Strategic Plan – Rod Baumberger

The sub committee met during the SRM/AFGC meeting and outlined 4 main policy items and budget 
items (see handout).  The policy items include:

1. Technical Assistance (TA)- on-ground technical assistance to private landowners/operators; TA at 
the watershed level; TA supported for Inter-Agency and Intra-Agency technology development 
focusing on Ecological Site Descriptions (ESD’s)  and Forage Suitability Group Descriptions 
(FSGD’s).

2. Technology and Tools – development and use of ESD’s and FSGD’s to make conservation 
simpler.

3. Research and Education – Identify benefits of key conservation practices to take full advantage 
of Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP); range and pasture applied research on 
grasslands and grasslands management (ARS, CSREES, etc..)

4. State and Local GLCI Coalitions- formation of State GLCI Coalitions in all states; full and part-
time coordinators for state and local GLCI Coalitions.

The Budget items include:
1. Fractured Fragmented Landscape – the current trend is for urbanites to move out into the open 

landscape.  They must be educated in conservation planning.



2. FSA and NRCS – NRCS is equipped and staffed to administer programs.  Moving this function 
to FSA would cause a loss of revenue from program administration while the technical assistance 
work load would not diminish.   

4th National Conference on Grazing Lands – John Peterson and Chuck Pritchard

John Peterson gave the Committee an overview of the progress since the September GLCI Steering 
Committee meeting.  Several things need to be done now – funding, planning committee assignments, 
meeting theme, conference pin, and proceedings.

Some critical dates on the planning schedule are:

November 2008 – call for papers – three types of papers (volunteer, producers (invited), posters)
March 2009 – abstracts in
April 2009 – registration and exhibitor fees set
May 2009 – registration packets out
June 2009 – volunteer presentation are contacted, and conference pins ordered
November 2009 – presenters turn papers in for proceedings

Pat Pfiel suggested getting grant money to help with producer speakers.  Bob Drake made Pat the Chair 
of the Sponsorship and Grants Committee.  John said we also need to look at the cost of registration, and 
consider increasing the amount.  Additionally, we need to look at having Continental Breakfasts on 
Monday and Tuesday only, and may have only one luncheon and no banquet.  The total number of 
sessions should probably be limited to 6 or 8 sessions at one time instead of 13 like we had in St. Louis.  
We should set a goal of at least 70 exhibitors, and the Sponsorship Committee should set a goal of a 
minimum of $20,000 from non-government funds.  John said we will need to rent AV equipment – most 
likely in house from the Nugget.  

Chuck Pritchard handed out the California Rangeland Coalition resolution, and talked about the 
partnership in California and educating the urban partners.

Discussion of possible tours, dinner with entertainment, which would be a separate cost items, and 
possible speakers too place.  Steven Hurst then introduced Tacy Currey, with the California RC&D.

Tacy talked about having a slot tournament for a fund raiser.  SRM is looking forward to working out a 
possible agreement.

Decisions on entertainment will be made in Pennsylvania.  The committees will be discussed later. The 
Exhibit Committee Chair is Rod Baumberger; the Budget and Finance Committee Chair is Rooter Brite; 
Pat Pfeil is the Chair of the Sponsorship Committee and Howard Straub is the Committee Chair of the 
Program Committee.  We need to make sure that the environmental issues are in our program for the 
conference.



GLCI Logo – Kim Stine

Kim Stine showed the group the choices for possible GLCI logos, and the Steering Committee voted for 
design number 2.

Natural Resources Conservation Service – Arlen Lancaster

The Farm Bill Update-
The House and Senate have passed their bills, and they are in conference now.  Funding for conservation 
programs may be reduced.  This may help capture the savings needed for funding the Farm Bill changes 
that Congress wants without an increase of taxes.  March 15th is a critical deadline due to the 
authorization of many of the Farm Bill programs.

Budget Update – The GLCI money was cut.  GLCI is part of base (Conservation Technical Assistance) 
CTA funding for 2008 NRCS budget due to the importance of Cooperative Conservation.  Many cuts 
have been made in the budget plans for 2009, but Chief Lancaster is making funding of Technical 
Assistance one of his top priorities.

Conservation Effects and Assessment Program (CEAP) Update – We will have an update later today.  
Chief Lancaster is pushing his people to have the information today so we can use the science behind 
our work.  He looks to have a very positive story to use.

Q: A question was asked about Prescribed Grazing being considered a “vegetative” practice in EQIP 
contracts versus a management practice.  A: This is being looked at for next years’ EQIP sign up with 
the Science and Technology and Programs divisions.

Bureau of Land Management – Luke Johnson

Deputy Director Johnson gave an overview of priorities for the BLM.  They have been working on their 
grazing policy this last year.  BLM is looking at the effectiveness and the health and productivity of the 
land in the management of multiple-use.  The sage grouse issue is coming, and he is anticipating an 
announcement by the US Fish and Wildlife Service to look at listing the Sage Grouse on the Threatened 
and Endangered Species List.  He is looking to provide data and other information on BLM lands which 
may help prevent the Sage Grouse from being listed.  He discussed their Permitting Operation and they 
continue to process permits.  Luke thanked the GLCI for their work in grazing lands and their work with 
the partnerships, both private and federal partners.

Wildlife Habitat Council – Marcia Maslonek

Marcia gave an overview of the Wildlife Habitat Council.  Their mission is to help landowners, 
particularly companies, manage their unused lands in an ecologically sensitive manner for the benefit of 
wildlife. Habitat projects on these lands are corporate-friendly cooperative efforts between management, 
employees, community members, local conservation groups and local, state and federal agencies.  They 



look for partnership opportunities and educational issues.  Each year the Wildlife Habitat Council brings 
together corporate, governmental and conservation leaders to the annual symposium where attendees 
learn to sustain the natural diversity of native species and habitat.  They present several annual 
prestigious national conservation awards at the symposium, including Corporate Habitat of the Year, 
Rookie of the Year, and the Corporate Lands for Learning of the Year.                        

Marcia discussed some of their partnership projects and some of the different companies’ properties.  
The Wildlife Habitat Council provides Habitat Certification to corporations who implement credible 
corporate wildlife habitat management and environmental education programs.

Some examples of current Habitat projects are:  Pollinator gardens and Bee Boxes, Right of Way 
Management, Nest Boxes & Monitoring (Bats, Songbirds, Waterfowl), Structural Enhancements: Brush 
Piles, Rock Piles, and Raptor Perches.   For more information visit: 
www.wildlifehc.org 

Agricultural Research Service – Dr. Evert Byington

Evert extended greetings from Dr. Ed Knipling.  ARS has four priorities: 
1. Homeland Security
2. Food Safety and Human Consumption
3. Bio Energy 
4. Water, Global Change and Carbon Sequestration.  

CEAP and production agriculture have not been a priority in the recent years, but have been continued.

ARS has been asked to reduce their budget by 10% for the 2009 budget year.  ARS Stations in Ohio, 
Georgia, Pennsylvania, Florida have been identified to be closed, and they all have grazing emphasis.  
State Coalitions may want to voice their opinion on the benefit of these stations to grazing lands.

US Forest Service – Janette Kaiser

Janette outlined the Open Space Conservation Strategy which includes four priorities:
1. Convene partners to identify and protect priority open space.
2. Promote national policies and markets to help private landowners conserve open space.
3. Provide resources and tools to help communities expand and connect open spaces.
4. Participate in community growth planning to reduce ecological impacts and wildfire risks.

Plus Chief Gail Kimbell has added climate change, water and energy usage to their priorities.  The 
biggest issue with the 2009 budget is moving the wildlife dollars and suppression costs out of the base 
budget, and moving the fire suppression money out of the base budget and into the “emergency” funds.  
USFS has been working with the American Sheep Industry (ASI) on their “Targeted Grazing” project.   
Together they are investigating the use of herbivory for weed control and fuel reduction from a fire 
suppression standpoint.  They are also looking to change some language to help use ‘fuel’ dollars.  The 

http://www.wildlifehc.org
http://www.wildlifehc.org


Native Plant policy has just come out, and this policy does restrict ‘invasive’ plants, not non-native 
plants.

Sustainable Rangeland Roundtable (SRR) – Kristie Macsko

There is a leadership change underway within SRR.   Dr. Dennis Child has stepped down and the Dean 
of the College is getting ready to announce his replacement.

Adjustments to a small number of the indicated have been completed.  SRR has started the some 
projects on a state and local level using a 17 element outline to get a pilot project started.

A Landscape fragmentation workshop was held, and a white paper is expected to come out soon.

Comment:  Need to consider having a non-market values documented to help with landscape changes.

Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP) – Dr. Leonard Jolley

Leonard posed the question, “What are the conservation benefits of putting practices on the ground?”   
This is the question that started the CEAP work.   Currently, partnerships have been formed with 37 
scientists to help write a new Rangeland Research Synthesis. These 37 scientists will be working 
alongside NRCS technical people.  On the pastureland side, they are working to develop a group.  The 
pastureland issue will be addressed within the next 24 months.  Leonard had a very good briefing on 
CEAP with Chief Lancaster.

United State Department of Agriculture – Dale Moore

Funding for GLCI is important for the USDA.  The impacts are great.  It is noted that GLCI has 
supported the small farm initiative and with minority land owners.  They anticipate that the farm bill will 
come out by March 15th.  USDA would like to continue and increase emphasis for limited resource 
producers/beginning farmers.

US Fish and Wildlife – David Walker

The Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program” is working well.  It is a voluntary cooperative conservation 
program aimed at fostering partnerships among owners and managers of Federal and Non-Federal lands 
that directly benefit fish and wildlife with a particular focus on Federal Trust Species (migratory birds, 
threatened and endangered species, inter-jurisdictional fish, certain marine mammals, and species of 
international concern).  They have a new MOU with NRCS to work in a pro-active way on at-risk 
species.  They also have MOU’s with FSA, USGS and NRCS to better share information among the 
agencies and not duplicate efforts on the benefits on conservation practices.  They also have a 
partnership agreement with NRCS and Association of Fish and Wildlife agencies on habitat credit 
trading.



US Fish and Wildlife is also working with FSA on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) issues in the 
prairie pothole area.  They are working on state priority needs while working at the state level.  They 
have released a new Strategic Plan:  The Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, Stewardship of Fish 
and Wildlife through Voluntary Conservation which will run for the next five years (see handout).

National Cattle and Beef Association – Stacy Satterlee

NCBA is working on a farm bill policy with congressional staff to help and benefit producers.  Stacy has 
been working on climate change, and indicated that the Congress will pass a bill within this next year.  
There is work on a water bill which concerns the navigable water of the United States and is part of the 
Clean Water Bill.

State Conservationist Advisory Board – Don Gohmert

Thanked the Steering Committee for all of the efforts that GLCI does for NRCS.  Don mentioned that 
the importance of the State Technical Committee will be even more important with the new farm bill.

Natural Resources Conservation Service – Thomas Sommer

Tom reported on GLCI funding history, 2008 funding to the states, and the 2007 GLCI Activities Report. 
(see handout)

Dennis Thompson

There are many changes taking place with NRCS technical staff due to retirements.  Ecological Site 
Descriptions (ESD) Policy is moving through the agencies (NRCS, BLM, USFS).  NRCS is working 
with National Soil Survey to have soil’s information across the entire US.

Dennis asked the Steering Committee members to consider having GSAT used at the farm and ranch 
level.

Strategic Plan – Rod Baumberger

Rod asked that the Steering Committee to turn in the action items to him by April 30th to continue the 
work on the strategic plan.  Rod asked Kim and Regional Coordinators to look at the old draft and the 
strategic plan and make comments for corrections and on data sources by April 30th.

Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service - Ralph Ott

Ralph visited with the committee about the Farm Bill and some opportunities for research dollars 
available.  CSREES has been asked to look at a more competitive type funding versus a formula.  Fund 
allocations will be done through a competitive process.



Ralph handed out budget information for the last couple of years, and the current and the 2009 budget.  
CSREES has five types of funding:  Earmarks, Formula, Competitive, Reimbursable, and Mandatory.
 
Other Reports - 
The GLCI booth has been to over 24 trade shows within the last year.

Extending Grazing Publication 

Howard, Rod and Margaret are assigned to help Kim. – to review a draft publication on “Extending the 
Grazing Season.  Kim will send out an electronic version to every one.

The Steering Committee went into Executive Session at 3:30 pm.

Pat Pfeil made a motion for a pin to be produced for the 4th National Conference on Grazing Lands.  The 
motion was seconded by John Spain.  A vote was taken and the motion passed. 

A motion was made by Howard Straub and seconded  by Bob Drake to set the conference theme as 
“Grazing Lands – A Winning Hand”  with a visual of a hand of cards with a dollar sign in the middle 
with heads of animals as a silhouette on the cards.  Animals such as horses, sheep, goats, cows, deer or 
quail could be used on the cards. 

Grazing Conference Comments:

• Youth involvement should be included – we would have a GLCI technical person head this up.  
An example could be a grassland evaluation contest.

• Video presentations to air on PBS or similar network for 30 minute segments on birds and 
grazing or grazing without supplement (focus on two or three different themes).  These segments 
would air at the conference and be used as educational segments.  We will have to look at 
funding for these segments.

• Wednesday we would have an opening session, one set of concurrent sessions and then in the 
afternoon we would hold all the workshops and training courses (ie: Continuing Education 
Credits (CEU’s) for foresters, environmental engineers, wildlife,  range and forage managers).

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm.


