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Grazing Lands GConservatioen Initiative

Rotational Grazing in Riparian Areas...
Trout and Livestock Can Coexist

fev Brian Frtladvery. Stove Gragmg Lowds Speciafisn, DSDA-VRCE, Barmlag, WY

Thaere ame mny visitors o Dick Byvan's pastures, but they are maostly looking for trot, not catile, “On
most days, there are cars in fishing access area parking o1, when | come over 1o move my canle,” says
Richard (Dick) Byan of Lodl, W1. The approximately one quarter mile of stream that meanders
through his G-acre pasiure is a popular spot with local anglers, The good quality water in il siream
and the stand of vigorously growing grasses along its banks results in quality fishing and a healthy
riparian area, all of which can be atributed w Dick's rotational grazing system,

His stocker cattle grazing operation consists of dividing pastures into small paddocks, one to
three acres in sizge, The cattle are pul inte & paddock when the forage regrowah is a0 least 5-8 inches
tall, and taken out when they have grared the grass and legumes down to about 3 inches. The average
oceupancy of each paddock is 1-2 days for approximately 10 sieers, Before implementing rotational
prazing, he installed rock riprap and crossings in the stream to protect the banks. The crossings were
built with rock on a gentle side slope down o the water, Technical assistance, including design of the
riprap and crossings, was provided by the local Natural Resources Conservation Service office. Now,
after ten years of well managed grazing, the sreambanks are coversd with a vigorous, dense sod of
cool season grasses and legumes.

Foational grazing has proved o be an accepiable aliernative io fencing livesiock from sireams in
Wisconsin. A team of researchers at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and the Wisconsin Depari-
ment of Matural Eesources (DNE) compared the coological effects of grassy bulfer strips, swoody
buffer sirips, continuous grazing. and rotational grazing along trout streams. They evaluated fish
COmmunites, aquatic insects, siream bank condition, forage production, and wildlife species on 19
farms Iin southwestern Wisconsin.

Eesults from e three-vear siudy indicate thal rotwtional grazing is beter ihan continuously
grazed, moderately stocked pastures with regards to in-stream hablial and streambank stability:
Streambank erosion was lower, aquatic invertiebrate community was betver, and overall troat Babitar
was hetter in streams adjacent to rolationally grazed pastures. Rotational grazing was as good as
grassy buffers in habivar and bank stability. It was better than grassy buffers in harboring grassland
birds because of the adjacent upland pastures. Lrassy buffers adjacent to cropland do not atiract
grassland birds because of ihe size of ihe habital, In this soedy, woody buffer sirips lad a negative
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effect o1
siream shape,
bank erosion,
and substrate
composition.
Streams adja-
cend 1o woody
bulfer sirips
temdied 1o have
higher width

depth ratios,
mioee bank eno-
sion, resulting in more fine substrate than either rodational graz

ing or grassy buffers, They were more like conlinuous grazing
it fine substrate, This implies that as grassy buffer sirips change
o woody buffer sirips through succession, some of the benefits
that imditially scerwsd from buffer strips establishment will be
lorst. Riotational grazing s, therefore, a reasonable means to keep
buffer strips in grassy vegelation without incurring additional
cosls of clearing and cuiting 1o ihe landowner.

Bath rotational and continuous pasture support more diverse
bird communitles than grassy buffer swips. Some of the birds
attracted to the streamside pastures inclushed species whose popu-
lations have been declining, such as eastern and western mead-
owlark, savanna, grasshopper. and vesper sparrows, Amiphib
lans were also increasing in pasiures.

Adthough implementing rodational praz-
Ing along a strefch of siream can have a
positive impuect on ihe bocal trowt b, i
may not increase the fish community. Ulil-
mately, the fish community is limited by
oiher factors controlled by large scale wa-
tershed comditions such as Tand use, Iopog-
raphy, and water temperature, I s impor
fant to change management on a walershed -
wide scale before large changes can be seen
it the fish community at a particular site.

The overall goal of grazing sireamside
pastures is to develop and maintain a healthy
vigorous sod. Aside from the rest/rotatlon princlples of man
aped grazing, there are other considerations when managing
streamslde pasiures. Livestock should not be put in streamside
paddocks when the soils are wet or on hot days when they will
stand in ihe siream. Coood Facilities such as crossings, proper
Femsee layout, and aliemative watering systems will also help lower
the impact on the stream.

By conducting demorestrations on farmes like Dick Byan's we
are getting the word out in Wisconsin about managed or rota-
tional prazing in streamside pastures. A series of feld dayvs has
been conducied joinily with Minnesota o discuss proper siream-
side prazing management techniques. A “Grazing Streamside
Pastures” publicatlon has been developed for landowners and
memsgers, When all is said and done, managed livesiock, mota-
tonal grazing, and iroun go iogeiher 1o create a healihy siream,
a productive pasture, and plentiful fish and wildlife habitar. W
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Grazing Benefits Recognized
i CALIFORNIA by Leonaed Jolley, NRUS,
Slowts Rangre Evodogiar, A
The East Bay Regional Park DHsirict in California,
which Includes the San Franclsco Bay area, Oakland
angd Berkely, has recently approved Bevisions o the
1992 Wild Land Management Policies and Guide-
lines. Revisions were made as a result of a compre
hensive public review process by the Grazing Heview
Task Force to evaluate the grazing portion of the
District’'s vegetatlon management program. hMosi
noteworthy, it was scknowleslged that “the habita
couuditlons maintained by cantle grazing suppor many
notable wildlife species including Golden eagle, San
Joagquin kil fox, Califormia red-legged Trog, Califor-
nia tiger salamander, and Burrowing owl.”™ The revi-
slons also Include language o improve mondbioring
anel restoration activities to prodect resources and o
prevent overgrazing, however there ks also a formal
recognition that “a well regulated grazing program
I5 & proper means w maintain a parkland vegelation
msaie that includes subsiantial areas of grassland.”
Among other options or tools for managing wild land
vegetation, livestock pracing will be used o preserae
the visual and biologleal integrity of parklands as well
as to recduce fire hazard, For more information, con
tact Leonard Jolley, NECS Sate Range Ecologis, A
330-T92-5654. 1
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by Mathan F. Sayre,
published by the Quivira Coalition March 2001
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As stated in the Foreword by George B. Ruyle. Professor
and Chair, Kangeland and Forest Besources Program, The
University of Arizona, “The book addresses the multinde
of contemporary issues facing rangeland management s a
profession and ranching as a livelihood. The vision is not
just For livestock production i Blends environmental con-
cerns with soclal and cultural values as well. In this regard,
Dy, Savee is not encumbered by the raditional dogma of
range managers amd vet is able wo select the best of that
profession’s Hierature and peecepts,” The Mew BEanch Hand

book addresses such issues as the compatibility of livestock
ranching and conservation values, and the ability of ranch-
ers and environmentalisis io work together to benefii ranpe-
lands, Copics are 310 and can be ordered through The
Qluivira Coalition, 351 Cordova Boad, #423, Santa Fe, KM
BTHL. Phone: 303-B20-254, wwowoquiviracoalition.org. B
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SOUTH DAKOTA - Management Intensive

Eating, conversa- [
tion and learning |0

go hand in hand
when it comes o !
a farm/ranch |
tour, The Man-
apement Inten-
sive Grazing 8
Tour held af the 55
Daybreak Ranch 0
norih f dimedencniieg thea b wy a0 B WS PAFBpNS.
Highmore, South Dakota on July 24 was no different. More
than 60 farmers, ranchers and various agency membsers al-
tended the tour on Jim Faulstichs ranch.

At the tour, participanis finished lunch (courtesy of Farm
Credit Services), then were guided out to the nearby pastures
to e what Faulstich’s cattle have been havimg for lunch all
HUMIMET.

“The tour demonstrated cattle prasing ina controlled, in-
tensive environment for a specific number of days with a des-
ignated amount of recovery time for the grazed land,” said
Matthew Odden, Hyde County Conservation District sum-
mer mbern. *This system consiziz of 320 acres, divided inio
21 pastures, ranging in size from 9 to 27 acres, with 15 acres
being averape-sized pasture,” Faulstich presently runs 108
Red Angus/South Devon replacement heifers in this system,
Each pasture is grazed for 2-4 days depending on season of
use and ulilization rates. Livestock will graze each pasture 2-
3 times each year allowing almost 360 rest days for cach pas-
ture.

Odden and MRCS District Conservationist, Kelly Stout,
wirked closely with Faulstich over the past couple of vears to
establish this particular grazing system, tailored specifically
fior the Daybreak Ranch, “Seven years ago | would have looked
al something like this and laughed,” commented Faulstich.
I"'m1 mow 3 warm-season grass advocate, . our siale noeds more

Grazing Tour and Demonstration

of them.” Along with increasing the efficiency of forage avail-
ability and utilization, the intensive grazing system should en-

“eourage growth and regeneration of some native warm-season

grass species over time. One of Faulstich®s goals is maintain-
ing good body condition scores for his animals. Dictary analy-
sis using the Mutritional Balance Analyzer or MUTBAL has
indicated an increase in the quality of forage as well as an
increase in production. These forage quality increases are a
reflection of improved health and vigor of the plant communi-
tics as well as the increased availability of warm-season spe-
Cles,

According to Odden the tour was a success, “Cuestions
were fielded throughout the tour, there was a wide variety of

Orsw rained, anisals sre meved thioagh the pyciem sasily

questions and concerns, A pood discussion was held, outlin-
ing the pro's and con’s of a intensive grazing system.” As the
mwmae imiplics, management intensive grazing requines a greater
commitment of time and effort and could mesn o polential
initial financial investment, however, the benefits eould be
worth the effort. Faulstich can now mianage his herd to more
efficiently utilize pastures, while maintaining the health and
vigor of the plant commumnities. Some arcas that had previ-
ously been overused are now providing excellent habitat for
ducks and phessunis,

For information, contact Kelly Stout, NRECS District Con-
servanamst in Highmore, South Dakoda 605-852-2221. 0

OREGON - US Forest Service, Private Landowners and Leaseholders, and NRCS Join Forces

Members of the Gray Butte Grazing Association are working
with the US Forest Service, aﬁﬂmﬁalmlﬂmﬂm—

servation Service {HRCE} to develop mupnmum COMSCvL -
asslandsinCens * - Namural Resources Conscrvation Service. In the initial phase

tral Oiregon,
Members of the Gray B

A proposal was developed that has combined the efforis
and Mnancial resources of the LIS Forest Senvice (Crooked River
Mational Grassland), Gray Bulle Grazing Association, and the

of the project, NRCS has agreed to collect data for an inven-

A W maummnm]mmﬂmmmhIandm
hamallumfhmmmgmmlﬁjmm W

in the area (rangeland, pasiure, woodland and npanan
uuu.f weilands}. To date, NECS has compleied ecological site

imventory and analysis of approximately 40,000 acres of native
mn.d and approximately 635,000 acres of improved dry-

! hﬂ . DOnce the resource inventories and assessments
5 agrecd been co

mpiled and analyzed, this information will be in-
tegrated with ccological and management goals to complete
the conservation planning process.
For more information, contact Jeff Repp, State Rangeland
Management Specialist, NRCS 203-414-3232. 0
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THE CHAIR'S CORNER

The Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative was established to ensure the availability of high quality technical assistance
as requested by owners and managers of privately owned grazing lands. Technical azsistance on grazing lands has
been pravided by employees of the Natural Resources Conservation Service for more than 65 years. In order for this
senvice to continue to be available, the next generation of grazing land managers needs o understand the value of
technical assistance from well-trained, gualified personnel,

The Morth Dakota Private Grazing Lands Coalition has developed an innovative idea to enhance technical assis-
tance. They have initiated a mentonng program {o provide guidance on grazing land management b the next genera-
ticn of grazing land managers as well as agency personnel, The program, known as the Grazing Management Mentoring
Network, provides the opportunity for less experienced people to work closely with experienced grazing land managers
who undersiand resource management, grazing management, conservation efforts, commodity programs, and other
pertinent issues. The North Dakota Private Grazing Lands Coalition hosts numarous meelings, training courses, and
workshops, as well as providing information and support o paricipants in the mentoring nebwork. For information on
this program, contact Rod Baumberger (Morthern Plains Regional GLCI Coordinator) at 605-347-4852.

Representatives of the National GLCI Steering Committee have recently participated in state GLC| meetings in
Montana, Colorado, and Texas. Stale coalitions continue to be very effective in their efforts to make others aware of
GLCI and the importance of our grazing land resources, Their contacts with governor's offices, state legislators, con-
gressional delegations, and the media are critical lo public awareness, and to the success of GLCI.

The Mational GLCI Steering Committee business meeting is Oclober 19 and 207 in Mashville, Tennessee, | would
like to invile slate coalitions to submit GLCI related items of interest and concern 1o the steerning commilles for consid-
eration at the meeting. The committee will begin working on the Second National Conference on Grazing Lands that will
be held in Mashville in 2003, | am pleased to announce that John Peterson will again serve as the conference manager.
His leadership and expartise were largely rasponsible for tha success of our first conference.

There are several sources of information for those of you who are interested in following the progress of the nexi
Farm Bill. One good snurm El::r mln::rmatuun un the Farm Bill ar'n:l other current legislative affairs is a website, hitp://
Thomas loc.gov. | g ] ; A r | il
be heard,

Bob Drake, Chairman
National GLCT Steering Commilles
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