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Pasture Pointers for Horse Owners

Tips to help small acreage landowners prevent overgrazing

By Kindra Gordon

As the trend toward small ranchettes has grown. so too has the number of people with
a few horses on their acreages. Today, there are about 6.9 million horses in the U.S., which
makes a $12.1 billion cconomic impact to the U.S. cconomy.

But with this trend toward more horses, there’s an increasing need to help small acreage
landowners understand conservation and grazing management,

Often times small acreages are overgrazed because landowners have too many horses
and not enough land, points out Rod Baumberger, a Sturgis, SD-based range consultant and
former Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) grazing specialist. Baumberger also
owns a small acreage and has horses himself. He shared his expenences in managing horses
on small properties at the Third National Conference on Grazing Lands in St. Louis in De-
cember 2006,

Foremost, Baumberger savs is that landowners
nced to recognize what overgrazing does to their prop-
enty. The major impacts are reduced plant production
and increased bare ground, This can lead to noxious
weed problems. wind and water ¢rosion, soil compac-
tion and reduced soil fertility. All total it likely means
less availablke forage for livestock and may even create
nutritional deficiencies for the animals that are graz-
ing, says Baumberger

Baumberger says there are three questions horse
owners should ask themselves to determine if their
land 1s being overused. They are:

1) Is the productivity of your grass starting 1o decline?

2) Do vou notice an increase in the amount of bare ground and/or weeds?

3) Are you buying excessive amounts of feed to supplkement horses year-round?
If the answer 1o any of these questions is ves, vou likely need to evaluate the number of horses
vour land ¢an support. foantimuied an page 2)
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Have A Plan

Baumberger says the first step toward preventing overgrazing is to develop a conservation plan for your property. This
process includes gathering mformation about vour available resources and the horse's requirements so vou can make management
decisions, The steps to conservation planning include:

1) Make a map of your property. This should include existing and planned buildings and sheds, fences, water sources,
shelterbelts, ete. Any weed and erosion problem arcas should also be noted on the map. Baumberger says creating o map can help
assess how much grazing area 1s avalable, determine where cross-fencing may be beneficial, and help monitor if problem areas are
expanding from vear to year.

2)  Inventory the resources on your property. s includes gathering information on soil types, topography, and veg-
ctation. From this information you should be able to calculate the avalable Ammal Unit Months (AUMSs) your land can produce
and thus a carrying capecity of the number of horses yvou can graze. Extension and NRCS stafl are available to help with this inven-
lory process,

3)  Understand the horse’s requirements. These include exercise, shelter for inclement weather, fresh water (8-12 gal-
lons/day) and feed ~ about 3 pounds of grass or hay per day. Or, for grazing purposes one average horse equals 1.3 to 2.4 AUMs
(depending on the size of the animal). Also note that horses are continuous grazers. Thus, if grass 1s in front of them, they will cat

With these three steps to put together a conservation plan, Baumberger says landowners can then evaluate grazing options
for their horse(s). Basic strategies include:

*  Rotational grazing, where existing pastures are cross-fenced mto smaller paddocks to rotate horses through; or
* Lt grozing, where horses are let out to graze for short peniods one or two times danly

Additionally, you may consider developing exercise paddocks, which are areas for exercise only. Or, if' a stream runs
through your property, fence those arcas ofl so grazing can be controlled

[n devising the grazing system that fits your situation, Baumberger savs it 1s important to keep in mind that timing and rest
are the two entical components, Baumberger savs grazing systems can work to prevent overgrazing and in some instances increase
grazing capacity

He speaks from his own personal expenence as he created 13 paddocks using electne fence and polywire on his 22 acre
property to rotationally graze 4 horses. The horses were moved daily or every couple davs to allow about 20 days rest for cach pad-
dock. Baumberger brought his horses into the corral each night, so they weren't cating gruss continually. Overall, he was able to
necrease grazing capacity on his property by about 30%

Landowners can rotationally graze on any size scale, he savs and notes that two, three or four pastures are better than one
pasture that 15 continuously grazed season
ey e e rmree Targeted Grazing Handbook Available
components for protecting the grass are
time and rest,”

Baumberger concludes by encour-
aging horse owners to seck technical

The application of livestock grazing to suppress unwanted plants has been

around for centuries. Today, targeted grazing by livestock is being rediscovered
- . : . and honed as an ecologically fnendly and effective tool to address management

grazing assistance from Extension or ; s R : . == s
NRCS staff to determine bow much forage challenges, _hkc controlling Invasive exotic weeds, reducing fire risk m_lhe W |Id_-
is available on their Iand. lmlc'l-urban interface, and finding chemical-free wayvs to control weeds in organic

He adds, “Ask yourself what you | d8riculture.
stk land ko ook s cewand 1o A new handbook is now available that outlines the basics of applying
the future. And then vou may need to ask | targeted grazing for vegetation management. It includes 18 chapters and repre-
voursell' the hard quc'ﬂion of “How many | Sents a compilation of the latest research on harnessing livestock to graze tar-
horses vour land can support?” geted vegetation in ways that improve the function and appearance of vanety of

Most importantly he says to protect | landscapes.
natural resources and prevent overgrazing, Created through funding
landowners need to be aware that the size | from the National Sheep Industry
of their acreage may limut the number of | Association and the Amenican
horses they can keep Sheep Industry Association
(ASI). the handbook is available
For more detailed r'.f.rfommn'ﬂn, go anhu.c 1o | on-line at: Mtp:/Awww.cnr. ui-
w:n_r a pf:bh’fun'wr /ngm !lfv UH_uImma Stare daho edu/rx-grazing/Handbook
University Cooperative Extension about him. Printed copies are available

Managing Horse Grazing art hutp: pods. I s
dasnr.okstate.edwdocnshare desweb Get through ASI {info@shecpusa.
org) for $25.
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Educational kit helps address
misconceptions about ag

A new teaching tool produced by the Amernican Farm Burcan
Foundation for Agriculture addresses common misconceptions about
agnculture using sound. science-based information.

“People who do not understand how food 15 produced and the
challenges assocated with 1ts production ane often casily misled,” says
Betty Waolanvk, director of education and rescarch for the Founda-
tion. She notes that many misconceptions about agriculture and the
environment can be found mn textbooks and ca the Intemet. Others are
perpetuated through advertising that maccurately portrays Amenca’s
tarmers and ranchers.

To combat those misconceptions, AFBF s instruction kit is
designed to be user-friendly. It includes information on 35 issue fopics
ranging from DDT to global food 1ssues and nuintion to organic tood
production,

The Kat was ongmally dessgned for classroom use at the high
school and college levels. According 1o Wolanyk, demand for the
presentation led the Foundation to create a shorter version that can be
presented m 45 minutes to an hour or adapted for un even shorter pre-
sentation. Both verssoas are included m the kit on & CD-ROM along
with an 1 1-page lesson plan, background mformaticn on cach ssue
and three sets of student cards,

“Addressing Misconceptions About Agriculture™ instructors’
kits may be ordered online at http:/www.ageducate.org.

Muontana 4-H Centel

Montsna St
210 Tayloe Hall, Bozeman, MT 59717-3580.
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The American Seed Trade Association (ASTA) held its fifth annual Conservation Seed Workshop March 15-16 in Washington,
D.C. Jointly hosted by ASTA. the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) Plant Materials Program, the U.S. Forest
Service and the Deparunent of Interior’s Bureau of Land Management, the goal of the event is to bring together seed professionals,
government agencies and non-profit groups to explore opportunities to improve native plants used in conservation, reclamation and
restoration activities.

For more information about ASTA, visit it’s Web site at: waw.amseed.comy/.

2007 Upcoming Events

March 31 GRAZE-A-PALOOZA conference, White Eagle Conference Center, Hamilton, New York.
Aug 7-8 Nebraska Grazing Conference, Keamey, NE. For more information visit: www grassland unl edu/grazecont him

GLCI Specialists

For more information about GLCI activities in vour region, contact one of the GLCI Specialists listed below. For phone and e-manl
information go to the GLCI wehsite at www glerorg and click on “Who's [nvolved ™

Located in Fort Worth, Texas Located in Portland, Oregon Located in Greenshoro, North Carolina
Kim Stine, National GLCI Coordinator Jeff Repp Kevin Ogles

Reggie Blackwell Gene Fults Michael Hall

Chuck Stanley

T'o contact the person who oversees GLCI activities within vour state, go to the GLCI websate at www glor.org and click on
“Who's Involved,” then chick on the State GLCI Coordmators link.

o have your GLCI activities or upcoming events highighted in this newslctter,
! react Kindra Gordon at phone 606-722-76389 or Moraommwmcom
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Cantact thase afiialed organzstons

Arericu Farm
Bureas Pederation
(202) 424-3203

Arerizun Forage and
Crasatand Coundil
Cura Tucker

(800 2442242

Anetizun Sheep

Indutry
Patar Orwech
(03] TIN50

Dairy InsSuséry
Moward Sauty
T 2s84TS

Natiorul Assoclation of
Corservation Districts
Kooyt Hardes

(202 S4T.E258

Natiorul Cattienen's
Bee! Aancciution
Tarurs Than

(202) 470228

Natiorsl Farmers Usion
Chrs Schapes

(202) 9441600 Visit the GLCI homepage at http://www.glci.org
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