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Marylasd, USDA-NRCS to @ Former Tobacco Farm in Marviand

Mr. Phillip Jones oavns and operates & fmm in souhemn Marylamd near the Chesapeakie Bay.

The Jones family has worked this farm for more than 100 years and tobaceo has been the main
crop for more than 60 years. Mr. Jones is an Associate Supervisor of the Calven Soil Conservation
District and keeps up with cument technology by attending field days and tmining sponsored by the
.\.1.|rI'_LI:||||,I Coopenstive Extension Service and the Matural Besources Conservation Service (NROS),

Times Are Changing
Tobacco is a labor-inensive crop that is seeded, wansplanted, harvested, sored, and packed by
haned. From initial seeding to market takes 15 months, Tobaceo has been planted as a cash crop in
thes ares for more than N years anid has become an imporiant part of the culture and BCONONTYY In
souithern Maryland, However, imes are changing because manual labor i scarce, prolil margin s
genting smaller, and the next generation is not staying 1o take over the operaions on many famms.
This has caused some farmers, like Phallip Jones. 1o look for viable alternatives to growing tobac-
o He recognized that this hilly farm with silty clay soils was better suited 10 pasture aned hay pro-
ductbon than o erop production. In order 10 preserve his family's fum for future genersions, Mr,

Jomes decided 10 convert his last iwo wolseco Gelds 1o pasnere. He already had some pasiures with
cool-season grasses and had implemented a rotational grazing system for his cattle. However. the
cool-season grusses in his pastures did not provide adequate fornge during the: hod, dry summer
mewnths, Because his pastune Ersses wenl dormunt du.'nng the summer, he wis sometimes forced
ineo feeding his winter hay supply o his canle during the summer.

Witrmn Season Grrasses

At a statewide meeting. Mr. Jones saw a Grazing Lands Conservation

Tatitive (GLCTH Lli\pl.::. Al Wanm-semEon Ersses He tlked 1o

thie GLOCT represemative abou warme-season grasses and their place in

rodational grazing systems. The GLCT effor in Maryland serves as a

catalyst to help farmers use existing cost-share programs from

z ‘,_Iwm m..-u- federal, state, and privide conserviation groups o implement grzing
Rt Rorek abpilcece] managenent prachces. He was very receptivie to the possibality of

[ g — : g
torm in southem Mardond  geiting involved with GLCL
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v = +» SUSTAIMABILITY (cowtinued from page 1]
Mr. Jones asked
the NRCS for
lechnical msistance
1o establish
WANT-SEAS0N ZRGSCS
o the former
tobacco fields,
He received techmi
cal assistance from
the NRCS Saoil

Conservationist from
Prince Fredenck, the
GLCT Coondinatos
from Annapodis, and the Forage Crops Specialist from the
University of Maryland ot College Park, They provided sdvice,
gusdance, and direct technical assistance o establish a GLCI
demonstration progect. That assistance included:

Tt pacoCaafl Bhand of Saslem QEmOQRs wos plonled
wilh & destw o plosied hal wos 5) yeos ol

+ Type of forge o be planted and equipment needed

+  Conservation planming and “walking the farm™ 1o determine
amd recommend best management practices

»  AGLCI grant that provided grass seed. wse of a no-ill drill
from the Soil Conservation Dhstrict, and herbicides for con
trol of weed competition

= Cuidance a1 time of planting o ensuse correct calibration of
equipment and the proper depth and rate of seed
being planted.

Two fields were planted. . .one o castem gamagrass, and one 1o
switchgrass, The fields have been monitored since they were
planted and are both well established, Cattle will be allowed 1o
graze the Nelds in 2000, Field days wall be bebd vo shosw local
farmsers the results of this successful GLCT dermonsiration project
arud the other conservation systems Mr. Jones has installed.

Frograms and Portnerships
I aclliniom 10 the GLCT demonstration project, Mr. Jones
has also received NRCS technical assistance o through
USDA programs to install these other conservation practices on
has farm:
Environmental Quality Incentives
Progrom (EQIP):;
* mAnen! makgemenl
® prescribed grazing
Conservabion Rewerve Enlancement
Program (CREP)
= forested riparian buffers
* livesiock walering systems
= sireambsink !wlnng
Phillip Jones eagerly discusses his expeniences with other
p:lfiq'r\. ;jlh;lill.‘ti'\'cl}' promobes the benelits of NECS technical
asarstance, i well as the economec and environmental benefins of
WAT-SCAS0N @rasses in a rotational grzing system. m
GLCT Projoct Pariners
Mr, Phillip Jones.
llumuwwtmhiﬁ\w

Calver Soal Coreryntion [
Universiry of Maryland, College of Matuml Resources and Agricubiue
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Oklahoma Grazing
Land Conservation
o ASSOCIAtion

GLOT Condiatos, Fom Wonh, TX
-l-lw Oklhowmes l{inuing Land Comservation Association
(OGLICA) i an organization whose primary inlerest is the
management and conservation of Oklahoma's prvately owned
grazing lands. OGLCA is cummendly made up of |2 organizations.
The Association has been very effective in bringing groups
together for the benefit of the grazing land resources of
Oklahoma. The OGLCA Steering Commines is made up of
grazing land owners and managers who represent the member
organizations, plus four sdditional at-large producers wheo ane
selected to represent different geogmphacal regions of the state,
Organizatons represented on the DGLCA Sweering
Commities are: * Uklahosa Fam Burcau

= Dilahosm Landeaners and "
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The Associations Purpose is 1o provide for a collaborative and
coordinated effort w idenily prionity isswes. find solutions, and
effect change on private owned grazing lands, They serve as a
reference for enhancermet of grazing land resources. They also
provide a basis for coordination with umits of government, insti-
s of higher education, producer organizations, and among
agencies. They feel that they can complement and enhance
alrendy existing conservation programs on private grazing lands,

OGLCA’s Mission:

“Tor provide leadership o secure needed knowledge and
rechimical assistance for stewards of privale grazing lands o
manage feir property inan economically and conlogically
sustainable manmer"”

The DGLCA works closely with the cooperating agencies amd
organizations v encourage technical assistance, implement
demonstrtion progects, assist with educational activities, and
IncTEse puHh; avwareness related o gmring lamls, The
Association also oversess a grant program o fund establishmem
of demonsiration projects, and educational activities.

The DGLCA is invodved in cooperative efforts with other
organizations and individuals on issues that affect the grazing
lamals of Oklahoma Some of these issoes include:

1y the invasion of enstemn redeedor on grang lands through
il the state
2y development of proposed prescribed buming legislation
3} habitat management for the lesser prainic chicken in
western Oklahoma
Last summer the Cimamon County Conservation District and
NRCE s sponsored a Rancher and Stockmen mesting in westem
Oklahoma o ingroduce GLCT o the gmzing land owners in that
part of the state, The meeting was attended by 49 landowners
wh represented the majority of all grazing lamd acres in
Cimaron County. The group idenified several natural resource
concemns that need immedinte attention. Some of those items can
be taken care of at the local level through educational
activities, EQIF priosity arca proposals, workshops, etc.
The remaining issues were referred 1o the DGLCA and its
members in onder 1o find solutions by working together, The
meeting resulted in o better understanding and apprecintion of the
ol ol GLCT,

THE GRASS
G is ALWAYS the Pasture Happy with
reener Rovarional Grazing

1ssur Mwtons, Public Affsin Speciala
NH Nalural Resounoss Uoisciy slion Sem oe

Keeping the Cows amd

Gm‘dm: and Marion Jones of Chichester. Mew Hampshire, know
b x ke theeir pastures booking and tasting good. They use an
exlensive sysbem 11|'|'n.:rrr|,a|n¢r|l gnn\cl s, cost-shared I}l.rl:n.lgh
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, 1o facilitae ther
rotmtional grazing plan. The Jomes” showed of T their system dusing
a pasture walk sponsored by New Hampshine Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) Grazing Lands Conservation
Inititive (GLOT) and University of New Hampshire Cooperative
Exnension Service, Sarah Flack of the Vermont Grass Farmers

Association was the keynote pasture expert, with Hesdi Srath, of
NH MRCS, providing and demsonstrating grazing sticks, and John
Pomer of UNH Cooperative Extension facilitating discussion.
The workshop was well-attended with approximately 35 people
tuking the opportunity to leam how the Jones” make grazing an
importam pan of their farming operation

The Jones™ operate a small commerncial dairy famm with 50-60
Huolsteins whene rotational grazing on 30 acres of managed pas-
fure is am important part of their feeding plan, Their 50 acres of
pasture i divided into approximately 28 pacddocks in the spring
when the grass is fresh and rich, but is reduced 1w 10010 12 pad-
docks in the late summer as grass growth rate declines,

Their keys (o success are their permanent gravel kanes, their
wiering sysbem, il their close n:um'tll.r'mr_ of the gttt I'n.:ig}ﬂ.
The gravel lanes were installed over a geotextile Fabric that allows
waer o percolate through while holding the gravel in place. The
gravel lanes not only help to channel the animals to the appropni-
e pasture, but prevent damage 1o the turf, and reduce erosion
frown clisturbed soals.

The Jones” meanage their pasiures for naturalized grasses and
legumes such as red clover and Kentucky bucgrass. They per-
form frost-seeding, or seeding during the very early spring when
the ground is still going through freeze-thaw cycles so that the
seeds et incorporated ineo the moist soil surface. They also cane
for their pastunes by wp-dressing with small amounis of 4-12-18
fentilizer, and being very careful abowt turf damage in the
spring “mud season.”

e of the most serous concems the Jones” have on teir Tarm
is the nuiritional peeds of their cows. Even during pasturing. they
supplement grass with both grain and
com silage on o daily bosis. The
amount of supplemental feed the cows
et is determined by pasture quality the
butterfat content of the milk, which the
Jones” momitor closely, Their farm also
includes 10 acres for hay production,
amel aboar 100 ackdi-
tional acres of Crop-  Sovon Aok checks
land for silage, which ™ e
helps them 1o supple-
menl the cows diet.

Maintaining healthy
pasture is part of plan-
ning for conservation, andmal health, and o profiable livesiock
busaness. The Imn.:x‘qqu:ll.uu: clenmnsinges a commatment o
balance these concernis by closely monitoring the pasture beighis,
prowiding adequate water to the cows, and providing nutritional
supplements o their animals when necessary. m
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The CHAIR

CORNER

..,lu':I ]WL are continuing 10 build upon the very successful natson-

al grawinglands conference that wok place in Las Vegas las
December. 'We need o take advantage of every opponunity
te build om the: momentum of that meeting. As a pan of this
effiort, several members of the National GLCT Steering
Committee have participated in recent notbonal meetings of
somie of our member organizations, including American
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF), National Catlemens Beef
Association (NCHA). and National Association of
Conservation Districts (NACT),

GLCT Steering Committee memibers have provided
information to the members and committees of these
organizations regarding Chip Memill's proposed omnibus
hill, referred 1o as the “Conservation of Private Lands Act”™
Mlerrill first made his proposal at the National Conference
on Grazing Lands. The purpose of the proposal is o
improve the availability of technical assistance, research,
and education for conservation of private linds. As
presented in has keyrote adiress, this would be a stard-
alome bill, not a pan of the new Farm Bill. Merrills idea
has created o lot of interest, excitement, and positive reac-
tion from members of these organizations, NCBA adopted o
resolution in full suppont of the proposal, AFBF and NACD
support the concept and ane also consadering adopting
resolutions of support. We are very appreciative of Chip
Merrill’s hard work and dedication on this issue.

As vour know, o new administration is in place, and changes
are underway in Washingion, [, Some of the mone signifi-
cant changes include: Ann Veneman from California is the
mew Secretary for Agriculture, Congressman Larmy Combest
from Texas is the pew Chaimman of the House Agriculture
Committee, He has l.luxir_rulw.l o pew subcommmties Kown
as the Conservation, Credit, Rural Development, and
Rescarch Subcommittee. The subcommities will be chaired
by Congressman Frank Lucas from Oklshoma, Our long-
time friend, Congressman Joe Skeen from New Mexico,

15 no longer Chadrmian of the House Agriculiural
Appropriations Subcomminee. He has been replaced by
anwther friend of ours, Congressman Henry Bonilla from
Texas, We are stanting a new vear with many new people in
place, We look forward o working with our new friemds as
well as contiming o work with our ol friends.

The annual business meeting of the National GLCI Steering
Committee will be held in Washington, I from March
1923, These ilems and many more will be discussed
during when the full comminee meets a that time.

Bob Drake, Chairman
National GLC| Steering Committes
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